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_ FORM TO BE FILLED UP BY CANDIDATES FoR APPOINTMENT 
x AS PROBATIONER, 1911. aS 





No person will be considered a8 a Candidate from whom the Secretary, 
_ dudicial and Public Department, India Office, Whitehall, London, SW, — 
shall not have received, on or before Saturday, the 1st July 1911 at latest, an — 

application on this form. - , : 3 a ee 

If Candidates who fill up and return the Application Form do not receive 4 


ae ‘an acknowledgment of it within four complete days, they should communicate 


‘ ry 
ots 





with the Secretary, Judicial and Public Department. 


i - 


“Inpra Orric£, 
~ November 1910. 


wd 


eid 1 | Name in fall. 









2 | Address. (Any alteration to be notified to the Secretary, Judicial and Public Depart= — 
n . ment, India Office, Whitehall, London, 8. W) a 


. 






8 | Date and place of Birth. (In the event of the Candidate’s selection, "he “will res 34 
required to produce a British Certificate or other satisfactory evidence of age.) 


Raw Me Aten eye ear 


“6 | AM titan Whe siducted ‘singb'the’agy af 18, 
i] “slate she Cacia cr eateneona tata 


$e es Dy ats: 
’ Reva ‘ SSR) Sah 





Rs ert Y 
wae 2 
beets : 


9 candi has not obtainod a degros in Natural Science (vide parageaph 

,e Regulations), he should state here what evidence he ean produce to 

“he has received a good general education in the subjects mentioned in paragraph 
~ of the Regulations, and that he has a good knowledge of Chemistry, ni 
and Physics. Particulars of any publio examination passed by the Cant 


ant 





_ 12 | Whether the Candidate has previously applied, either fa Mahaaid in Todi, for 
, an appointment under the Government of India. 




















CONTRACTS AND OTHER INS [ 
“re ease © SnowmnaRy OF STATE FOR INDIA or ou 


ft 3 
a ‘ 


Caloutla, the 13th February 1911. 


RESOLUTION. 


e powers conferred by section 2.of thé Bast India Contracts 
Viet, C. 59), and of all other Nene enabling him 











ts exercise of th 
Att 1870 (33 and 34 | 
eee et. the Governor General in Council is pleased to direct that the 
be substituted for clause II of Part J of of the ution of the Govern- 

ent of 


ndia in the Home Department, no. *3“'°!, dated the 28th March 1895, 
tial axnbatiod ‘by the Resolutions noted on 
CAM aeacr aaa the margin*, relating to the execution of 
Noa. 692-696 (Tudicial), dated the 8th May Geode contracts and other instruments on | 
Nos. 991—995 (Judicial), dated the 14th July behalf of His Majesty’s of State 
ae for India in Faatany tegartyrad 


By Collectors of Districts, Sub- 

Coll Assistant and Deputy 

II—(a) Contracts and other instruments | Collectors in charge of Divisions ; sed 3 
for the purchase, supply, con- | Inspector-General, mt 
veyance or carriage of building rs-General, and eatin fee 
materials, stores, | ents of Police ; Comstdanioake ee cee 















ete., and the provision of labour | Police, Madras ; Inspector-General — 
for building or other work, and | of Prisons ; Tnapooton- General of 
such like engagements Registration ; ; Superintendent of 


Stationery ; and the Presiding Port 
Officer and tomy Officers. 


fe 
! 
Y 


ments rding the sale of 
sere ain pares Fre ner in 


(6) Contracts and other is 
jails. 










- Orper. —Ordered that the above Resolution be communicated to the 
of Madras for information, with reference to their letter no. 6 
1e 16th Heaf Indio 1911, and that it be published in the ceesiene to 
eT li 


A. EARLE, 
; Me Seoretary to the Gongroment Q 


‘nt of plague seizures and deaths reported in | 
the 1th rere 191 ae epee sea nienaton = 





Mapras Pexsipencr. 
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ig Ghia yet sof 


foran a 


oaks ending 11th Pebruary 1911. 
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Bangalore Civil and Military Station 


Bangalore City .  . . . 
Myecwe Clty. 5 are Sooty 
Myeore District . wats . 
Hawn , . . he ° 
ae pthpte OE ihe NEN Wh S588 iy te 
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Statement of Approximate Gross Earnings of Indian * cae 
Railways. ‘ 
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SUPPLEMENT To 


e Gazette of Endi 






. CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 


A Surprement 43 tie GazkTTE OF INDIA will be bublished from ti ji 

eS a ‘ fo time, containing such Oficial Papers and 

e srmation as the Government of India may deen 15 be of interest 4 the Fy 7 vn made 
dnown, The debates of the Legislative Council of tics lewps te Gemeente "Fi, tbmarhadied 

* Part Vi of the Gazetie, ~ 


% hacellency the Governor General will in future be published sp : 
_ Non-Subscribers to thp Cusette may 


; receive the SuPPLemenr separately on a payment Rupees annum 
2 ey in Calcutta, or eens Wupees if sent by Post. The Supplement and Part VI sy se a at also df 
Sor Searately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if deli i i sent by Poss 


is required by Law, or which aye 
UPPLEMENT, For such Orders and 













; GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, ; 
- DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, 





ee 


ill summary for the seven days ending at. 8 hrs. on Thursday, 
28rd February 1911, based on the Indian Daily Weather 
the period, aan 










eather was somewhat unsettled in northwest India throughout the week, the gets 
itbed conditions being associated during the t part with a depression over es, 
‘Precipitation occurred only in Kashmir and along the frontier, and even in these el 
“Was no more than light and scattered. ‘ Scattered rainfall also occurred at intervals BG 
i os ob les 

hern India, the excess bein atest in 4 > 
conditions were on the wicis coolers 


“e 


20 as tab © ae Pay itg aoe 
femperature was generally hj over port 
Ww te in the Peninsula and north Buree 


‘The only rainfall of im ortance reported was 1°03 inches at Mergui on 
Tatune a somewhat Tete than usual in the northern districts. me 


Fi 

; a 4 ; ~ 
including Orissa.—Light rain fell on several days in the Upper 
the week night Mapai: was lower than usual in Orissa, but _ tes 


un above normal at most places. The air was 
division d during the greater part of the week. i 


~] 
s 
4 
“4 














et 





a wees 


poms. 


% 
x 


sula,—No rain was re 
: ‘more especial at night, was 


The scat: amounts of preci 


i ‘February 18th, Dibrugarh 0°81”, ao: 
» 20th, Mergui 1°03”. 
- gand. Cherrapunji 1:01.” : 
“ay 5. Sees saga during the week was above 
ev else ; while for the period and December to ‘ 
| Assam, the United Provinces, the Punjab, Kashmir, the otheW ‘est Frontier 
istan and Berar and in defect elsewhere. ate 
























ts for the week ending Saturd 





" ‘Season and Crop Prosp 
sit {8th February 1911. 


Burma.—Very slight rain fell during the week in Tavoy and Mergui | 
elsewhere. Threshing and winnowing of winter rice are approaching completion. 


vesting of cotton and groundnut is nearly finished. Cultivation of spring rice and island 
"crops is progressing. The condition and prospects of standing crops a re fs 
In pper 


= 


The price of unhusked rice remains about normal in Lower Burma wh 
Burma it is above normal in some districts and below in others. 
_ Eastern Bengal and Assam.—The weather was dry and warm. Some more rain — 
would be of advantage for ploughing the field for jute and summer rice. Scarcity of rice is 
reported in parts of the Naga Hills. In the Lushai Hills almost all bamboos are seeding 
and arrangements are being made to purchase local iy, “oe of paddy as a precautionary = 
'. measure against scarcity next year. In other parts of the Province agricultural conditions — 
and prospects are favourable. The average price of common rice shows a slight tendency 
to rise and is about 10 per cent. higher than at this time last year but the fact that no- 
Burma rice is being imported into Chittagong indicates that local stocks are sufficient. 
Cattle disease is prevalent only in Chittagong, Noakhali and the Jajntia Hills. 


Bengal.—There was no rain during the week except light showers in parts of Jessore. 
Pressing of sugarcane and harvesting of oilseeds and other early spring crops are going 
on. Preparation of lands for the next autumn crop has commenced in some districts. The 
standing spring crops are doing well. The price of common rice has risen in Midnapore, 
Howrah, Gaya, Shahabad, Monghyr and Purnea and has fallen in Burdwan, Murshidabad, 
Darbhanga, the Sonthal Parganas, Balasore and Hazaribagh. Cattle disease is reported 
from Midnapore, Patna, Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur, the Sonthal Parganas, Angul, Puri, - 
Sambalpur, Habdbagh, Palamau and Manbhum. Fodder is reported to be getting scarce 

~ in parts of the Sonthal Parganas. The supply of water is sufficient throughout the 
Province, 


United Provinces. —No rain fell during the week, Standing crops are ripening and 
erally give excellent promise. Harvesting of peas has begun. Preparation of fields 
Se iane and extra crops contivues. Prospects of the poppy crop are generally good, The 
condition of agricultural stock is satisfactory but sporadic cattle itdaee 1s reported in 
fifteen districts, Fodder and supplies are ample. Prices show a downward tendency in 


fifteen districts. Elsewhere they are practically stationary. 


Punjab.—There was no rain of importance during the week, Pressing of sugarcane 
continues in certain districts. Ploughings for and sowings of extra spring crops are in 
_progzess. The condition and prospects ofstanding crops are good to average. Caters 
pillars are doing damage to gram in parts of Rohtak. Prices are easy. Cattle are gener- 
ally in good condition. odder is sufficient except in Lahore and the riverain parts of 


_ Ferozepore. 


ee 
















ea North-West Frontier Province—The rainfall during the weck was $ cents 
Peshawar, 3 cents in the Charsadda tahsil of the Peshawar district and 5 cents int 
ike tahsil of the Bannu district. Rain is badly wanted in Dera Ismail Khan, ' 
 ‘corfdition of standing crops generally is from average to good but unirrigated in 
‘Dera Ismail Khan are reported below the, average. Pressing of sugarcane still outa 
in Bannu and in parts of the Peshawar district. Planting of sugarcane is in progress in 
“Bannu. Lands are being prepared for extra spring sowings in the Peshawar district. 
"Water is somewhat scanty in the Shigga.and Pakha circles of the Marwat tahsil in the 
- Bannu district but is sufficient elsewhere. There is no irrigation from the Paharpur can 
- in the Dera Ismail Khan district. Fodder is generally procurable but in Dera Ismail 
its price is rising. Cattle are generally in good condition except in one village 
Sstdsn canal, in one village of the Nowshera tahsil of the Peshawar district and i 
ves of the Dera Ismail Khan district. The public health is generall pn <7 
od grains, except maize, show a slight tendency to fall, Prices :—wheat 13}4 te 
Cre to 31, Maize 1644 to 29\'5 and d2jra a0} to 234 seers per rupee, 
























Jammu.—Little rain fell during the week. Prices are stationary, Whea' P 
» and maize from 16 to 28 seers per rupee. The condition of standin 
: sase of ordinary ty Do prevails in the Kathua and Ramban tals 





West eb fe ae he 
PER ele Teco 








ti, 


Kashmir —I and rained twice. The weather was mild. Poa, , flicien 
Nees Bt : ind r 3 weather was mild, F i 
a here is no ¢ mone cattle, 3 trices are unchanged, fe em . 









are ng 
ed by cold winds in Marwar, by the cold and frost in Mewar 
and by excessive cold in the Sambhar district. Cotton crops have 
damage in Shekhawati in Jaipur. Cattle disease is prevalent in 











| ‘Banswa Jhalawar. Fodder is sufficient. Prices have risen by 1 seer 
} angsee ewar and by 8 chataks in Marwar. They have fallen by 
12 chataks in 


i by 8 chataks’ in Partabgarh. They are Steady or fluctuat 
Sh slightly elsewhere, $ 


_ Central India.—No rain fell during the week. The weather was seaso:.able. 
Slight dai to spring crops, gram and oilseeds by cold and frost is reported from 
Gwalior, fatore and Bhopawar. Wheat is in excellent condition and prospects are 


favourable. Fodder is plentiful, Cattle disease exists in all Agencies except Bhopal and — 


Malwa. Prices continue high in Baghelkhand, low in Bhopal and steady elsewhere, 
Poppy prospects are good though it has been damaged slightly by cold in parts of Indore. 
Jrrigation continues in Gwalior and Indore. ‘ 


Central Provinces.—The weather continues to be clear. The days are getting warm 

but the nights and mornings are cool. Frost, cold winds and insect pests have somewhat 

* damaged the Spring crops in Saugor, Nimar, Chhindwara, Raipur, Akola and Buldana 
and fur in parts o Jubbulpore and tur and gram in Nimar suffered considerably. Cutting 
of spring crops is in a, rw in Saugor, Mandla, Narsinghpur, Nimar, Betul, Buldana 
and the districts of the Chhattisgarh and Nagpur divisions except Balaghat. Sowing of 
Sugarcane continues in Betul and Chhindwara. The condition of spring crops is generally 

- good and prospects so far are favourable. The supply of fodder and water js adequate 
everywhere. Cattle are in good condition. Prices :—The Price of gram and juar in 
Chanda and of juar in Buldana and Yeotmal rose from 3 to 4 seers per rupee. Rice in 


Mandla and gram in Nimar became cheaper by 2 seers. Variations are unimportant 
elsewhere. ‘ 


Feudatory States.—Harvesting of sprin 


Sugarcane ‘continue. Prospects are generally good. Fodder and water are sufficient. 
“Prices :—Rice rose in Kawardha and fell in Khairagarh by 2 seers per rupee. Gram 


Bombay.—Standing spring crops have suffered slightly from frost in parts of Sukkur, 
the Upper Sind Frontier, the Panch Mahals, Ahmedn: , Satara and Palanpur, from 
. -unfavourable winds in the Upper Sindh Frontier, from blight in Sholapur and are good 
elsewhere. Threshing of autumn crops continues in parts of Broach, Colaba, K 
East Khandesh and Na i 
of spring me 4 is progressing in parts of Ahmedabad, Kaira, the Deccan, the Karnatak, 
wat and Kolhapur. Cotton has been bagrs by frost in Ahmedabad and the 
Panch Mahals and oY unfavourable winds in Belgaum, Picking of cotton continues in 
parts of Gujarat, Be aum, Dharwar, Baroda, Cutch and Rewa Kantha. The fodder 
supply is adequate. gricultural stock is deficient in parls of Ahmednagar, Sholapur and 
tara but is generally in good condition, The supply of water for drinking and irrigation 
. oy adequate. Grain stocks are sufficient, Prices have risen in Sukkur, 


and Belgaum, have fallen in East Khandesh and Sholapur and are generally 


stationary elsewhere, The quantity purchasable per Tupee is in Sind 8 to 30 cent., 
in the Konkan 13 to 28 per cent, in the Deccan 14 td 32 per cent. and in the Karnatak 


23 to 37 percent. less than the normal. In Gujarat prices ranged from normal to 29 per 
cent. less than normal. 


Hyderabad.—No rain fell duri the week. Spring crops are fair and are being 
generally harvested. The severe cold and frost have somewhat injured the crops in. tb 
of Mahratwara and spring juar in other places. Late rice sowings are still proceeding. 


2 ~The crop is fair and is bein weeded in many places. Cattle disease prevails in eleven 
State : i P 


tah Prices i-wheat 7}, coarse rice 74 and Juar 14h seers per Tupee, showing a fall 


_ price in districts is 9 seers in Warangal and “Adilabad and the lowest 25 seers in 
SMdahbablesar: 


| Mysore.—The prices of food grains are enerall Steady. Markets are well supplied. 
_ The outturn of hitreate and prospects of the hi ony good. Cattle are generally 
healthy, Water and fodder are available. 


- Coorg.—Picking of coffee and harvesting of rice continue. Threshing of rice is 












Spring crops are- watered and are in good condition. Slight 
Is report 


_ Prices of food grains are normal, Water and fodder are ample. The public Bo 







in and 
outturn fair to normal. — i 
} , North Arcot, ‘Coimbatore, 
Fodder is scanty in parts of Nellore. The condi 
‘rice is stationary in thirteen districts, has fallen nf 
millets have fluctuated as follows:——Rag? is 
ted is sen ae ges zneup eran ve ey 
risen in six. Cumu is stationary in ode hs 
Bearer ot sus dats iatieg 0d ah spar Hc ‘satisfactory se 
ition of the labou asses is 
vailable. Cinch are stent, i ae cil SRY cea 





—_—_—— 


RESOL UTION. 
‘No. 5—153—6.—In order that the standard of p 


of the uinine man 
at the Government Cinch ge fata A 


decided to prescri | quinine issued oer aon 

the minimum amount of quinine and the maximum 

: n consultation with the ovement of Madras and 
has now been 


is Resolution be forwarded to all 
Overnments and 
trations and to prot 
Departments noted in the 
margin, | 




















As 


“Bangalore Civil and Military Stat/on 
‘Bangalore City. : . ‘ $B: 
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of ‘the Honourable Finance Member 


INTRODUCING THE 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR fo11-1912. 


— 


Introductory. 


I rise to present to the Council the Financial Statement for 1911-12. It 
has been prepared in the same form, and the procedure and facilities for discussing 
- it will be in all essentials the same as they were a year ago. There is to be no debate 
to-day ; but the detailed,examination of the figures and the discussion of any resolu- 
tions that may be moved regarding them will begin.on Tuesday, the 7th March, and to 
this stage of the work will be devoted such part of next week as mpi be necessary for 
its completion. I shall then withdraw the Financial Statement for whatever amendments 
our later information may suggest or the discussions in Council may necessitate. About 
a fortnight later—the 24th being the date which I understand Your Lordship intends to 
fix—I shall present the Budget in its final form, with all these amendments incorporated 
in it : and the usual winding-up debate will open on the following Monday. : 
2. The statement which | present to-day is a much more cheerful statement than 
that which I had to lay before the Council a year ago. We were then on the threshold 
of what we hoped would be, in its trade and its agriculture, a year of normal prosperity : 
~ but two factors of a wholly exceptional character threatened to disturb the equilibrium 
on which we should otherwise have counted. On the one hand, the export of our opium 
to China was to be materially reduced ; and, even if prices were to rise—as experts assured 
us they would—, the result would only be a transient benefit which prudence forbade 
us to use for our ordinary and recurring needs. On the other hand, we had to provide 
an adequate financial equipment for the new province of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
where the administration, starved at many points in the past, had recently been carried 
on with the help of doles from our surpluses or overdrafts on our general balances. The 
net result was that I found myself unable to equate the revenue and expenditure in 
our estimates for the current year without the help of extra taxation ; po legislation 
was accordingly proposed, and accepted by this Council, for increasing certain stamp 
duties and for raising the customs tariff on silver, petroleum, tobacco, wine, beer and spirits. 
Standing as we now do in the last month of the year, we can see that the position has be- 
come more favourable than I then anticipated. The revenue has been in many respects 
better than the average, and our expenditure has been kept well in hand ; sothat the year: 
closes far more favourably than I had anticipated. 1 must, however, warn the Council 
that we cannot now dispense with the additional strength which these new taxes have 
mong to our resources, In view of all that lies before us, the time, in my judgment, is 
not distant when the Government of India will require the substantial support from the 
broader basis of taxation which our new duties have provided. It is not our intention 
therefore to alter the Customs tariff again as a budget measure for the coming 
year, except by a small correction in our scale of tobacco duties which I shall have to 


propose in the hope of improving the yield of revenue from that particular source. 


Revised Estimate of 1910-1911. 


_ 3. With these preliminary remarks, I proceed to compare the budget provisions for 
the current year wth the actual fi; F which we Sa cnpeck will be ead. My 
imate for the year was framed, as I ex lained at the time, on the belief that, if the 
monsoon rains were adequate, the land revenue would be punctually collected, our 
_ customs receipts would rise, our railways would do well, although renewals and repairs 
eavy, and most of our other heads of revenue would show an improvement. 
The result has not disappointed us. ‘The rains, and the great agricultural operations 
ally depend upon them, have been on the whole most satisfactory. The 

Il distributed winter rainfall had brought fine crops to harvest in the spring 
ot weather came on, conditions were normal, and the Bombay 


ue date and spread with much vigour: so that the area affected by 





























it was never in dange' ; , howe by th 
Bay of Bengal current, which advanced into India much before 
ana then displayed considerable weakness. In the result, the rain in Jul 
— cent. short of what it should have been, and the falls were extremely 
eficiency was serious in the United Provinces, which obtained less than two-third 
roper supply, in Rajputana, the western portion of the Central Provinces, Mal: 
Soter Burma. In other parts of India, particularly Madras, the average was e 
and at places the falls were abnormally heavy. Matters for a time were critic 
the United Provinces, in the middle of July, came reports that the crops were w 
sowings retarded, rain urgently needed, and anxiety prevailing over large : 
bountiful rain had not fallen within the next few weeks, I should have had a v i 
story to tell the Council to-day, In August, however, normal conditions 
themselves, and for the rest of the monsoon period the rain was ample and wal i 
The record of the recent winter showers has been generally satisfactory. ; ss od 

4. In the narrative of our harvests we find these favourable conditions reflected. — 

- The spring crops which were coming to market at the oe of the financial year — 
were excellent: wheat yielding an outturn of 15 per cent. above the average, and‘ oilseeds — 
doing fully as well. Into the controversy about the jute crop I am not sufficiently daring | 
to enter : but in most of the jute districts conditions were seasonable, and the depart- — 
mental estimate was 90 ge cent. of a normal outturn. Cotton was grown on a very — 

. large area; and although it suffered from the later rains, fhe yield was not far short of — 
what had been obtained in the previous year. Rice in Bengal was affected by floods ; but — 
the Burma crop has been excellent, and it is estimated that 45 million cwts. of cleaned rice 
will be available for export. With the crops now in the ground, sofar as our information 
goes, all is well; the area under wheat and seeds being unusually high and their condition ~ 
generally good. All this has meant a year of reasonable comfort for the agricultural 
5 ree and though plague unhappily has not yet left us, public health has been good, — 
and the spirit of the people has not been shaken by scarcity or other widespread calamity. 

Turn now to our external trade, in the success of which our harvests play so large 
a part. During the first nine months of the year, i.e, up to the end of last December, 
the total value of our imports and exports on private account was 272 crores, a higher 
figure than they had ever reached in the same period of any previous year. I do not 
wish to make this prove too much, as the figures are for values, not volumes, and are 
thus affected by the high prices which routed, for example, for cotton and opium. 
There was also some stagnation in two of our important industries; but on the whole 
the figures show a decided revival in our general commerce. The large imports of gold 
and the heavy Council drawings at a strong exchange tell the same tale, ; 

5 Such being the conditions of the year whichis approaching a close, their effect 
would naturally be an improvement upon the cautious estimate of revenue and expendi- 
ture which was presented to the Council in the Budget of last March, The measure of 
this improvement is that our Imperial surplus now seems likely to rise to £3,489,300. 
The increase, however, must be discriminated into that which is stable or normal, and 
that which is abnormal or transient. Our revenue has been increased roundly by 
£.21940,000 on account of the remarkably high prices for which our Bengal opium — 

sold; and of this amount two-thirds (or nearly 2 millions) have passed into 
our surplus under an arrangement which I shall subsequently explain. The true 
‘improvement in our reat is thus about £ 1,150,000, due to better receipts under the © 

it majority of our ordinary heads of revenue, and a small saving on our budget | 
_of expenditure, eras oe rai 


Opium Revenue. 


6, It would be te to make the financial position clear without an 
our opium revenue in the current year, and of the events by which it has been i 
The general situation at the beginning of 1910 was comparatively simple. 
then entering upon the third year, and the end of the first stage, of our ag 
‘China for the reduction of our opium exports. Under that agreement, our 
and Malwa ex’ combined were to be kept down to 51,700 chests durin 
“year 1910. Further reductions at the rate of 5,100 chests a year were to 

on China giving evidence of having concurrently diminished her own production 

and the question of raising the consolidated duty upon the ra of opium int 
ned in suspense Fre ge receipt of certain assurances for which we h 
Chinese Government. e prospect of a falling supply had beg 

market towards the end of 1909, and prices rose rapidly to a very h 
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” ¢earmarked’ opium) fetched R3,439 a chest. The net result of these striking fluctuations 


he! ue 
‘Central Provinces . 3 i a ; F 


} ae . . . . . . ’ 
Theale Assam . . . ‘ 
Tnied Provinces | ee nit om 


been decided upon as a spontaneous proof of gl res rds Chin 
desire to help her. We were under no obligation whatsoever to undertake 
absence of the renewed be grat which is now being negotiated, and, if a s: 
agreement is not concluded, we are under no obligation whatsoever to continue it, 
g. It now remains to show how the events of the year have re-acted c 
opium revenue. In February and March of 1910, in response to the excitement 
e China markets, our Bengal opium sold for prices w ich I described at the ti 
as unprecedented for half a century. But even these faded into comparative insign 
cance before the price of R3,827 a chest ‘which was reached in April last. 





~The 
Chinese connoisseurs were supposed to be ready to pay fanciful prices for a drug which 


was every year becoming a less attainable luxury. In May came the news of the lice 
tax at Canton: a large quantity of the Indian opium goes into the Kwang provinces 
and the price at our July sale dropped to the neighbourhood of R2,000 a chest. 1 

the position cleared and the harsher features of the Canton mofiopoly were w 


the market slowly improved again, and the sales of last month (all, being 


is that we now estimate for an average rate of R2,925 on the year as a whole. Compared 
with the budget figure of R1,750 a chest, this gives us a very large surplus revenue ; and 


4 have next to tell the Council how we propose to employ the windfall, Revenue 


which is so wholly exceptional in character and amount is clearly not revenue which 
may properly be put into our general resources to meet our permanent and recurring 


expenditure. Our first care therefore, when prices began to move, was to prepare © 


an estimate of what would be our normal receipts, year by year, on the basis of normal 
prices and on the assumption that the cumulative restriction on our exports to China will 
continue, On these data we have carefully worked out a scale of diminishing revenue ; 
and we have decided, with the full approval of the Secretary of State, that the whole 
amount by which, in any year, the actual receipts may exceed our hypothetical or 
standard figure will be kept apart from our ordinary revenues. It will not be funded: but 
it will be employed in each year on services for which the ordinary revenue of the year 
would not usually be available. We believe that this is the only prudent course to pursue, 
and we are confident that it will have the approval of the Council, as it was fore- 
shadowed more than once in the course of the Budget debates last year. : 

10. Under the scheme which I have now outlined, our standard figure for the current 
year is 7 crores of rupees. Our estimated receipts being 11°4164 crores, we have thus 
to dispose of 4°4164 crores or £2,944,300 in some special manner. What we mean to 
do is to remit two-thirds of the excess to England, for the discharge of temporary debt. 
There is clearly no purpose to which a sudden influx of non-recurring revenue 
can more appropriately be devoted than to reducing our capital liabilities, —_— 
our interest charges, and strengthening our national credit. I need hardly remi 
the Council that as a consequence of our serious losses of revenue in 1g908-0¢ 
we were unhappily obliged to increase our floating debt; and it is extreme 


desirable to take the earliest o portunity of dice either directly or indirectly, © 
he remaining one-third of our: 


the temporary obligations which we then incurred. 
windfall will be distributed in the form of grants for the initial or ‘capital expen 


on large schemes of educational and sanitary progress. In pursuance of this policy we 


propose to make the following grants to the different provinces :— 
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26,700 
53,300 
74,500 
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_ they have had in “ree our surplus. For all other hea 





se Local Governments which have 
| balances until its expenditure is = 
will leave it to my Honourable 
tent to explain the principles upon which th 







ea Ordinary Revenue. 
Cott. The ground has now been cleared of the opium —" and of the effect which 
s of revenue, our bud et 


stimate was £70,803,800. We now hope to realize $72,297,300; and to this 


improvement three groups of fe Services have contributed; The first 


_ toup consists of those heads of revenue which respond directly to good harvests and 


ete } 


' Interest have turned out very much better than the 


agricultural prosperity :—Land Revenue and Irrigation, with a betterness of # 26,500 
over the budget; Excise, where the yield has risen by £133,400; and Stamps, 
where it is better by ofp 7 ')5°°: Second comes the group of services which are 
connected more immediately with trade and whose earnings rise with the revival of 


commercial activity. Chief among these is Railways, which believe will be better than 
the budget by 1,176,100 net; then follow ustoms, £478,700 better; Posts 
and Telegraphs! £ 80,200 better, and Forests £ 58,600 better. The third group comprises 


what I may call ‘the financial services, which, move in Sympathy with the other ups, 
I refer to Interest, 4303,600 saw than our original estimate ; Exchange, £62,600 ; 
and Mint, £46,400 in the same irection. 


12. Such has been the general trend of the year’s revenue as a whole. But in this 


Council it is the Imperial surplus with which we are chiefly concerned ; and I propose 
now, dropping all minor corrections in our estimates, to describe the chief outstandi 
features in that surplus. Broadly speaking, the great improvement which it shows has 
been the resultant of four large variations in our fi tes :— Railways, Customs and 
Bitost ; Salt considerably worse. 
It is on these four heads alone that I shall dwell for a moment. 
13. Our Railways have again assumed their pride of place as the dominant factor 
in our ordinary finances. I had budgeted, with no small hesitation, for gross receipts of 
29% millions from State railways,—a higher figure than we had ever realized before and 


nearly a million in excess of the very large earnings of the previous year. Business, how- 


ever, has steadily improved upon our forecast, The movement of cotton and oilseeds 
has been especially active ; and a notable feature of the year is the great increase in 
coaching traffic, attributed in part to the marriages and pilgrimages of an auspicious and 
prosperous year, Along with all this, there has been a gratifying fall in working expenses, 
indicative, I hope, of the closer control now exercised by the Railway Board over that 
campaign of special renewals and repairs which helped to embarrass our finances two 
years ago. Theyear will close with gross receipts not far short of £800,000 in excess 
of what I anticipated, while the saving in working expenses has exceeded # 400,000. 

14. As a reflex of our external commerce, the Customs receipts have been equall 
satisfactory, I had estimated them at roughly 6 millions, including very. nearly ‘1 million 
as the result of our new taxation, They will actually be at least 6} millions ; ‘the rise 
occurring chiefly under Sugar, piece-goods, metals and manufactured articles generally, 

e new taxes have given us fully the million which we counted ‘upon, 
ur estimate was approximately correct for beer, wines, spirits and petroleum : 
we had not made sufficient’ allowance for the effect of the new tobacco 
duties upon the import of the cheapest cigarettes, Any shortage on this account, 
has been more than covered by the increase in receipts from silver. 
'e had put the probable income from the four anna silver duty at a crore of Tupees ; 
this was essenti y a cautious estimate, because other considerations were involved 
than the rise in duty, about which in itself we were never nervous. But all has gone 
well, and our realized revenue will probably be about 12 crores. It is to me a genuine 
easure that a tax about which some of m Hon'ble friends expressed the gloomiest 
nsions last year has worked so smooth y, has caused no hardship to anyone, 
established itself as a powerful yet inoffensive auxiliary to our general 
It has not depressed the price of silver, or tu the China ick 
st us, or h far asl am aware—any of the other ill-effects w . 
re have been some remarkable ups ad downs in the silver market 
no one 
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who knows the facts—and I have reason to believe that “Sg 


¢ pre 
initial expenditure (now estimated at roughly £250,000) on the Meyer — re 
scheme for the re-arrangement of a number of unwieldy districts and 
a subdivisions in that province. sain 


_ only fall upon us when we were less able to do them justice. These grants 


eds 19. On this side of the account | have fortunately an uneventful tale to 


Budget estimate of expenditure was £ 75,700,600 ; we now expect the actual 
$75,227,600 or »473,000 less. About three-fourths of the paths 


« 
{s 















well known in Bombay—will attribute them 


the facts are tolerably 
taxation, _ hanes Bess 
15. The third big lump increase in our Jevenue is an improvement 
-aquarter of & million under Interest. For this we are mainly indebted to. 

ing by the Secretary of State in Council of the ample cash balances which we have _ 

been able to hold during the year in London, pending their employment on capital outlay — 
and the redemption of temporary debt, ees 
16. Our Salt revenue provides the last of the four large departures from our 
estimates, inasmuch as it is shown at $232,100 below the ie 0 figure. This 
in part, however, a postponement of revenue, and not a real loss. The increase in 

_ Consumption of salt, it is true, has been curiously slow since our last remission of duty, 
has disappointed those who maintained that the use of salt by the people would be ne 
Simulated by low. duties. In the current year, there has even been a slight drop, 
though not enough in ordinary course to have seriously affected our revenue. The: 
reason why the latter has declined so appreciably is that the trade in Bengal has at last 
discovered the capabilities of its new privilege of clearing salt on credit. Unter this 
system, we shall probably have duty outstanding on over 2 millions of maunds at the — 








end of the year in Bengal alone, and our current revenue is to that extent reduced by =! 


a carry-forward to next year, 


17. The combined effect of these four large changes in our figures has been an _ 


improvement of £ 1,726,300 in the revenue. A number of other heads of revenue have 
given me smaller contributions which would have brought the total for the year to 


nearly two millions better than we had anticipated. Part of this, however, has been — 


absorbed by a large reduction in our Imperial share of the Land Revenue — b 
the portion of it which is credited under Irrigation). It is by waiving our right 
Proportion of the income from this source-that we make the provincial exchequers 


position of being able to provide funds for a number of important peniects which, a 
year ago, | saw very little chance of being able to help. The chief grants which ~ 
We propose to allot out of the surplus in our normal revenues are the following:— 


£166,700 to Burma, to enable that province to make its promised contribution 


of 25 lakhs to the Rangoon harbour without impoverishing the allotments a4 


for much needed improvements in its other public works. 
£183,600 to Eastern Bengal and Assam for the initial expenditure on two lar 


schemes for the re-organization of its subordinate police generally, and 


for the establishment of an efficient river police in particular. 


£66,700 to the Punjab as a contribution to the Medical College and Hos ital ane 


ahore, which are intended to be the provincial memorial to His 
Majesty King Edward VII. 


$123,300 to Madras under an old-standing promise that we should assist in the 












333,300 to Bombay, as a subsidy towards the great work in Bombay City upon 
which its Improvement Trust is now engaged, s 


- 18. A full list of our proposed new grants is given in the explanatory memor. , um 
attached to the estimates; but I have Sndleatad the more important, ast | am cor 


that the distribution will have the Council’s approval. We have endeavoured to select 
__ projects of the clearest public utility which would have claims upon us for assistance 


Sooner or later,—claims which we should gain nothing by postponing, as they 


are all 
non-recurring, and it will of course be understood that they are quite independent of t! 
allotments which we have made from our opium receipts, Ries =e. 


Expenditure. 


‘ 
f 


expenditure, and is a welcome sign of the co-operation which we hay 
from local Governments in our task of checking the growth of expenditure, T 
on the Imperial budget grants is £123,100. raat eae. 
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ices a considerable reduction (£223,500) ha 
; in England , and the main 225s Bre it are the 





ay revenue account there has been a saving of £217,600 
3 the result, on one side; of smaller capital Expendignre 
» on the other, of smaller borrowings by two of the 
lapse of $51,500. The budget grant 

i il last 


tgely nominal—there have been 
noe he only service for which our 
_ Provision really ran s ort was the payment to our opium cultivators, ing to the 
ae ious character of the seasons, the last Poppy crop yielded opium of an unusually fine 
consistence, and the Price that had to be paid for it was Consequently higher than the 
_ normal rate on which we had based our estimate. Under Opium expenditure therefore 
an additi Stant of £153,200 has been necessary. The only other substantial 
excess occurs under Political, and is chiefly due to our having charged off and transferred 
inary balances to a Separate account the whole of the arrears pf the subsidy 

we to His Majesty the Amir, with a view to Preventing in future the disturbance 


estimates and accounts which at present follows from the wide and wholly unforeseen 
fluctuations in his actual drawings. . 


Budget Estimate for 1911-1912. 


21. My Lord, I now turn over the leaf of another year. In laying out our financial 
lan of campaign for the coming twelve months, my first thought , 
ow far may we safely count Upon a continuance of existing conditions. [s it reasonable 


I confess that, in Indian budgeting, the only reasonable rule of conduct that Ican see is 
to assume that a period of Prosperity, once it is established, will continue until we have 
some clear warning of impendi change. So far as we can Scan the horizon, there is no 
danger signal in sight at present; and I am accordingly placing estimates before 
the Council which are based on the hypothesis of- normal harvests, a good ex rt 
Season, and steady progress in our trade and industries, The resultant figures, in eir 


simplest form, are as fo ows :— 
> Revenue : < : . *  £77,927,600 
3 Expenditure (after Provincial adjustments) £77,183,800 
eae ~ 
Ordinary, 6 4 i . < ‘ £563,400 
] 
ens ic. from Opium , ° $ ‘ + — $180,400 








ie iS Th we tale our revenue figure S as a whole, omitting Opium for the moment, it 
‘will be. “seen that we anticipate a moderate all-round advance in the classes of receipts 
which are direct} affected by the agricultural conditions of the country. Land revenue, 
Salt, Excise nd Irrigation isplay a slight improvement over the year before ; 
‘Stamps alone i a due to the abnormal revenue that accrued 
pre $ from the operation e en oH nat roves ae 
jal_departments—Railways, Posts and Telegraphs—reflect th 
oderati 5 @ part of theiy incresee being also due to the addi- 
expect from the Royal visit, I need not, however, trouble the 











been effected 






ng : 
¢, smaller purchases of ordnance ahd other Stores, and 
ur operations for the 8 Re of the arms. traffic in 
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account, Peace the Imperial figures, both for revenue and for e 
considerable difficulty in separating the. normal movements of the figures 
complicated provincial adjustments which | shall allude to shortly ; and r 
weary the Council with minute reservations, I must for once sacrifice in 
the following passages the statistical precision which has always been e of 
these annuai Statements. ‘ Tie a 
23. Our total Imperial revenue is shown as being considerably below the f é 
which we expect in 1910-11. The decrease occurs, as you at once detect, under 
Reine; and I had better begin my narrative by disposing of that restless | 
‘baffling head of revenue. The difficulties of framing a satisfactory estimate for it 
have Iain extraordinary. As I explained a few minutes ago, we have promised to 
restrict our sales and exports in 1911 to 46,600 chests. Out of these, presumably — 
the whole Bombay export of 15,160 chests, along with 15,440 chests of the Bengal — 
sales, will be certified for the China market; leaving 16,000 chests for our fe : 
customers. Most of the Malwa opium has already paid its pass-duty in advance,’so 
that for revenue purposes it is negligible. The prices which our Bengal sales for 
China may yield, will depend very largely on the terms of our new agreement, on any — 
alteration in the import duties, and on any domestic measures which China may adopt 
for the control and taxation of the retail use of the drug. The revenue to be obtained 
from our sales for other markets, or what I may call for Short our ‘Singapore’ 
opium, is an entirely unknown quantity, as we haye never before sold opium under the 
peculiar conditions which are now being imposed. The factors of calculation for the 
remaining nine months of 1911 are thus sufficiently puzzling; but the uncertainties 
become still greater when we turn to the last three months of the financial year which 
overflow into 1912. For we have no means of judging what our prices or our exports 
may be in 1912. We have to await the results of Sir Alexander Hosie’s inquiry and ‘of 
the negotiations now in progress at Pekin. We have also to introduce, some time during 
the year, a new system of selecting the opium which it will be permissible to export 
from Bombay ; the effect of the change upon our revenue is problematical, and the date 
of its introduction is not yet decided. This statement of the problem will indicate the 
difficulty of estimating. Making the best forecast we can, however, we put the probable 
sales of Bengal opium at 30,210 chests for the financial year, of which 10,210 will be 
certified for China; and we take the probable average prices at R2,500 a chest 
for China opium and R1,500 for Singapore opium. We also estimate that 5,338 chests 
of Malwa opium, which have a deferred right to priority of export in 1912, will pay us 
ss-duty of R800 a chest ; while it is possible that 600 chests*of Baroda opium will 
issue at the old rate of duty. Our total Opium revenue, including the usual miscellaneous 
items, will thus be 642 lakhs, Under the scheme of diminishing returns which I have 
already mentioned, we shall treat’ only 615 lakhs or £4,100,coo as ordinary current 
revenue, and whatever excess over that figure may be actually realised will be earmarked 
for capital and non-recurring expenditure. It is for this reason that I showed £180,400 
of our aane surplus as special and separate. I hope the figure will be larger ; but, so 
long as there is a figure at all, it will not affect our normal provision for the year. 
24. Apart from the Opium receipts, the increase in our Imperial revenue would — 
nominally be £1,431,900. But it must be remembered that, as compared with the current 
year’s figures, our share of the Land Revenue is improved by the absence of the 
special non-recurring grants which we are making to provinces in 1910-1911, 
urthermore a number of the heads of revenue have been upset by the new incial | 
adjustments ; and, all things considered, J donot think I can give a closer approxim es 
than to say that the true measure of the expected improvement in revenue is 
roughly £300,000. Apart from a moderate general rise in Excise and Land Revenue, — 
_ due to promising agricultural conditions, this may be taken broadly as made up of 
an increase of £157,900 under Railways, of £ 179,400 under Posts and Telegraphs, — 
of £128,800 under Salt, and of a number of minor improvements counte! balan: 
by a decline of £303,000 in Customs and £228,900 under Interest. Itisto these 
heads that I shall confine the few remarks that I have to make. onset 3 ents 

_ a5. In our estimate of Railway earnings we have moved with what seems justifiable — 

| caution. If 1911-12 is even a’ moderatel _ year, there ought 
"serious set back., Wheat may be held up by the lower prices which are fores} 
and it is possible that the cotton crop may not be so plentiful as it has been this 


















_ but the movement of jute can hardly be worse and some revival ‘in 





Sune Bx, S 
‘Our total d expenditure in 19tt-12 is composed. 
mperial and Bile Boo in the Provincial account. It is in 
at we are directly interested. As compared with our estimate of I 
the current year, it is ostensibly 46,900 higher ; 
ver, by the provincial adjustments which relieve the Im 
able expenditure—particularly under Forests—that formerly 
in Imperial expenditure is approximately £ 1,400 
-of the Council by explaining that £940,000 
1 and the ceremonials by which it will be marked. We have not 
ossible to obtain detailed estimates for the cost of the gathering 
: ronation Durbar, or for the SL GL which will accom it 
_ number of the minor episodes in the Royal progress, But we have provisionally 
_ in the Budget a sum of £633,300 for the civil and of £306,700 for the 
| expenditure, and I trust that the Council will not consider the figures to be | 


than the people of India would wish to provide for the becoming celebration of a gre: 
ric event. Sateen 
1. The net increase in expenditure’ of the ordinary type ig thus roughly £460,00c 
If ive ant to estimate the jae sora measure ot gt wth be the year, we should in — 
fairness eliminate the eflect of the special treatment of the Amir’s sidy in 1910-11. — 
This would raise the figure to about £650,000, the result of a large number of minor — 
and mostly unimportant variations. Railways account for about é 265,000, composed — 
entirely of growing interest charges : and Posts and Telegraphs for about £125,000, — 
more than covered by additional revenue from those services. Special interest attaches _ 
to a newly opened head of expenditure, which provides £120,000 as funds for protective _ 
irrigation works, over and above the amount allotted as usual from the famine insurance , 
gtant. The expansion of protective works in the past has been financed from the half 
million which in normal years is available from the famine grant; and upto the present — 
the funds thus obtained have in practice been sufficient. But the time has now 
come when the further work which the Irrigation Department are ready to under- 
take would be hampered by the limitations eh the uncertainty of the famine grant. 
Uncertainty we can never eliminate, I am afraid, as protective irrigation, like any 
other service which draws on our current revenues, must be prepared: to take its share , 
of short commons in bad years, But, when all is going well with us, we hope to be able 
to help the work from our general resources and supplement the limited provision to 
which it has hitherto been restricted. For next yeat accordingly we allot 78 lakhs, of 
which £ 400/000 appears in the famine grant and the balance outside it. fo iin. arenas 
Of the other increases in expenditure there are none that call for special men- 
| tion. Taken as a whole, they are roughly counterbalanced by reductions under two 
_ heads, Army and Opium. The: total’ military charges are shown as spree 
in excess of the current year ; but when we remember that the. sil } 
$305,700 for the movement of troops in connection with the Royal visit, it will be . 
_ seen that we anticipate a genuine net diminution in Army expenditure. The 
‘Saving under Opium is a natural consequence of the curtailment of our Bengal : 
we-have amalgamated our two agencies into one, and we shall license a consi- 
_ derably smaller area of poppy cultivation for the next winter. ape ice 
. 32. So ends’ my general narrative of the Budget for 1911-12. The financial 
_ outlook for the time is satisfactory. If India is blessed with favourable season 
eahrem should be in a strong position, and the Imperial exchequer should 
_ breathing space before it has to face the new responsibilities that lie ahead 
Spite of a decline of £566,700 in that part of the Opium revenue which 
vailable for general purposes, and of an estimated drop (on grou 
303,000 in our Customs revenue, we look forward to being able 
le needs of the administration without undue parsimony 
rous fashion forthe suitable reception of the King- Emperor, 
1 a surplus of fully half a million sterling, 1 cannot say 
Amid the shee intend: 
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ae uty, i Railways. 
Pat ee It dine beconie Customary to bring ag inthis part of the F 

Sesh ment the figures of capital ace on railways during the last five years and — 
_~ Similar estimate for 1911-12. 1 accordingly present the table as usual ; it incl de 

’ Capital outlay, whether incurred by the State or through the agency of guaranteed 
assisted Companies. grind ee 
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ae 19IC-1911 Tore 
3 1906-1907. (Revised). (Badger. 
£ & £ £ £ | 
Open lines including : ae 
rolling stock . | 5,948,067 | 7,328,000 | 8,532,741 | 6,532,441 51724,400 | 6,357,400 
Lines under construc- Bree 
tion— 
(a) Started in pre- 
vious years , - | 3,526,066 | 3,006,800 | 1,366,2c0 | 1,482,962 2,197,000 | 2,382,600 
~ (b) Started in current 
year. : 3 176,667 146,130 | 369,201 403,700 | 760,000 
9,650,800 | 10,334,800|10,045,071 | 8,384,694 8,325,100 | 9,500,000 








40. On the 31st March 1910, the total length of open lines was 31,614°35 miles 
classified according to gauge as follows :~- 


5’ 6” aa j ‘ ? - ‘ ¥ “ $ : 16,340'96 
lain $ . 4 F ; a » 3 ° 7 13,308" 4 
Special gauges (2’ 6” and 2') . . , ‘ m é 1,874°85 





TOTAL . —31,614°35 


During the current year we havé added to these approximately the follow: _ 





ing mileage :— CE eg 
bee ee ee 

Special gauges (2’ 6” and 2’) . . ' * ‘ $ + 16284 a 

TOTAL . 92427 ys ale : 







During the ensuing year it is intended to increase this length by 710°72 miles, 
41: In the current year the return on the capital at charge amounts to 466, 
cent., as compared with 4°48 in 1909-10, 3°69 per cent. in 1908-09 and 47 
cent. in 1907-08. The rate of interest which we have taken for the year on | 
_ debt chargeable to railways is $'358 per cent. — ree. piece ge 
i e current year has more favourable than last year and 
' returns show that aes ya bea ers fa dias, | ae Se er estimates, 
_ improvement is largely due to acceptance by the railway administrations 
_ Feasonable limitations imposed by budget provision The for working ex 
; likely to be smaller than t 
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Previous Financial Sta tatements 





19081909. | 1909-1910. 1g 10-1911, 1911-1912, 
‘ irae ; 


cok eat & & 








* 26,978,016 [28,002,898 |29,145,119 3°1370,637 |31,652,994 





2,160 2,213,644 | 2,249,011 2,248,581 2,257,100 


1,035,08 1,084,773 1,111,158 | 1,188,300 1,199,367 
%, - 
31195477 | 3,298,417 | 3,360,169 | 3,436,881 3456,467 














981,804 | 1,011,140 1,065,481 | 1,085,898 1,062,780 
995,887 | 930,708 960,829 | 1,001,851 1,045,170 











1,887,691 1,941,848 2,026,310 2,087,749 . 2,107,950 








9307/7886 | 1,356,569 | 1,333,859 | 1,349,132 1,348,517. 
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2,382,055 2,736,094 | 3,112,121 | 3,466,121 31944851 





‘ en 
47,625 | 33,980 | 58,066 48,919 | 63,700 
5,445 6,271 6,230 11,000 11,733, 
le aa 
531070 | 40,251 | 64,296 | —s9,019 75433 
EP eg Uy woe Pat IO = 
22205 | 23,449 | 28,730 | 20,702 36,020 
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971230 |. 









62,316 | 80,232} 85,017 
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"236,300 | 245,200 
“907,982 | 9343, 





75025 | 86,019 | 97,882 | 110,449 | 124,430 : 


112,068 | 126,612 140,151 160,450 





: 671,682 692,943 : 









March 1910, | 4. 
he area irrigated in 1909-10 being 21,976 
a: ks. during that year yielded a net return of 7°87 per cent. or 
of £29 millions after paying all charges exclusive of interest, The net pro 
State was £1,334,000. “The revised estimate for 1910-11 shows a 1 
1,349,000 on productive works and a net return on capital outlay of 7°74 p 
~~ 45. On the 31st March 1911 we expect to have 55,857 miles of m 
ag and distributaries constructed to command 49,829,700 acres 
d. It is expected that an area of 21} million acres will be irrigated ing 
year. In addition to.the canals in operation, there are altogether ere 
are either under construction, awaiting sanction or being examined by the p 
advisers of the Government. Of these 22 are productive and 23 protective. 
are designed to ieiget 7 millionacres, and 2°24 million acres, respectively z 
total capital cost of about 34 and 16 crores, respectively. The former are expected 
to yield a net return of 7°31 per cent. on the outlay. al 
46. Although no very important works were sanctioned during the year, 
number of schemes of the first magnitude have been under the consideration of t 
Government of India. Satisfactory progress continues to be made in the ¢ 
truction of the three canals comprised in the Triple canal project in the Punjab. 
As foreshadowed in last year’s financial statement, the original estimate of cost has 
been seriously exceeded, the excess amounting to R254 lakhs or 32°5 per cent, — 
over the original estimate. This large excess was due in some measure to the want of — 
eg ri provision for certain necessary requirements, but principally to a marked change 
in tl é 





















economic conditions of the Punjab which raised the labour rate by about 50 per 
cent. This was due mainly to the great diminution of the population as the result of the 
ravages of plague, but other causes which affected the labour rate were the absorption of 
large numbers of the agricultural classes in tracts opened out to cultivation on the lately — 
completed canals, and the keen demand for labour for agricultural operations, railway 
construction, etc. Mr. Renouf, Director of Agriculture, Punjab, who investigated the 
subject a year ago, came to the conclusion that the labour rate had doubled in the 

" preceding 20 years, that the greater portion of the advance occurred in the last 10 years, 
and that the rise was most marked in the last 5 years of that period. The probable 
years of opening of the three canals are as follows:— sit 


cre ee canal ° , . ; + 1913-14. 
ppet Jhelum canal . ‘ : ¢ . 
Lipsetitedl Deal camsk ee ae AAAS: 


47. The execution of the Upper’ Swat canal in the North-West Frontier Province is 
proceeding satisfactorily. The tunnel through the Malakand range of hills will be 
about 10,000 feet wong, fF and some 1,430 feet have now been excavated. The drilling 
is effected by power derived froma hydro-electric installation on the Swat River. 
Irrigation will probably be commenced on completion of the tunnel on which the 
average rate of Som ExT is 7 feeta day. The additional storage reservoir at Dhukwan 
on the Betwa canal, United Provinces, and the Shwebo canal in Burma were finished 
during the 0% Work on the Pahari Dam on the Dhassan river, the Pahuj 
reservoir, both in the United Provinces, andthe Mon canal system in Bu 
_ advanced. ec ie re 
____ 48. The following important projects have been received and are now before the 
Government of India :— ; ; 


__ Province. Name of project. 














. | Cauvery reservoir project Seed 

Sukkur Barrage . d we lis 

; ©") Rohri Left Bank canal , 9 5. 
ed Provinces —. | Ghaggar canal 


a S % een (Navigation canal) ; 


{ Mahanadi cana 
<7U{Weinganga canal. 



















Se Ag he ei sag i ie ' 
heme, which is i igned to improve an important 
has “been submitted for the sanction of the Serene 





ant scheme for the introduction of perennial irrigation in Sind, of which 

ve will be the pivot, has alread fous alluded to in previous Financial 
_ The project is now being examined by the Inspector General of Irrigation. 
uvery reservoir project contemplates the construction of an immense dam of 
approached in any other similar work in the world. The dam will attain 
ight of 201 feet and an average height of 113 feet. It will impound 
ies to irrigate an area of 4,73,000 acres, and will bring into existence a 
ial lake having a water spread of 58 square miles. 


Provincial Finance. 

. In the realms of financial administration, by far the most important event of the 

coming year will be a notable Para in the financial relations between the local 
( aments and the Government of India; and I must now ask the indulgence of the 
while 1 describe this ee in some detail. To an audience like the 

be superfluous to explain 

are based upon what are known as the provincial settlements. Opinions may differ as 
Mearatiaag settlement system is the ideal method of dividing the public revenues of 
India between the central government and the administrations of the different provinces. 

- For good or ill, however, the settlement system is with us: it has been developed 
and improved by long experience; and there cannot now be any question of 
throwing it over and searching for some alternative means of providing the provincial 
Governments with the resources which are necessary for the duties entrusted to their 
care. It is the provincial settlement therefore that we are using as the vehicle for the- 
important reform which I am about to describe. 

50. Dating from Lord Mayo’s viceroyalty four decades ago, the settlements for 
many years were quinquennial contracts, and their periodical revision was a fertile cause 
of friction and improvidence and waste. In 1904 Sir Edward Law succeeded in investi 
them with greater anence. They were no longer to be quinquennial ; and pein - 
the Government of India reserved the power of revision, that power was to be exercised 
only when a settlement had become unfair to the central governmeat or to other 
provinces or to the province itself, or when the Imperial Government was faced with 
the alternative of levying benevolences or increasing taxation. The local Governments 
were thus to be given a permanent interest in the revenue and expenditure under their 
control. Their share of the growing revenues was to be somewhat smaller than before ; 
but it was to be so calculated that each province separately, and all the provinces taken 

together, were to be placed in possession of an amount of growing revenues which should 
bear the same proportion to the provincial expenditure as the Imperial share of gare 
revenues bore to the Imperial expenditure. The Government of India, as the final 

authority in India responsible for its finance and administration, retained the power to 
alter the settlements, but would usz it only in the most exceptional circumstances. The 
new departure, as Sir Edward Baker said with permissible em in describing it, was 
fraught with important and far-reaching consequences, Of these consequences one.ol 

the most important, as we can now see, was the impossibility of standing still, tle — 

certainty of further development. In a minute which Sir Edward Law recorded at the 
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ow the financial powers of the local Governments 
















ll sympathy with the principle of encouraging the financial independence of local 
The a1 ih nts ade mde will ‘eu in the right direction ; we are perhaps 
pas is for the moment prudent, but I am — that we are still a long way 
ed all our desirable results. The whole question will, [ anticipate, come up 
» and we may fairly hope that when it does, another considerable advance 


as come true ; and it is the further step which my predecessor 


history would find some grounds for questioning 
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le settlements was concluded, except for 
but almost before the work was finished, 
for the United Provinces and a substantial 
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Jess-in courtesy to the local Governments than by our desire that the 
ments shall be a success, and by our anxiety’to relegat@ tothe past whatever - 
discontent have been erated in our financial relations with the pro- 
s. We have therefore subjected to the closest examination the position of each pro- 
vince and the history and antecedents of its current settlement. Our conclusions may be’ 
yery briefly stated. In five out of the eight major provinces, the settlements have worked 
jn a manner that indicates no flaws in the general lines upon which they were conceived. 
In Eastern Bengal and Assam, the settlement is new and almost untried ; but we have no 
misgivings as to its success. In one province, Burma, there has been much inconveniencé 
due to an over-estimate of its resources, which is now being slowly rectified. In the 
eighth province, Bengal, a settlement which began under the most favourable auspices has 
had a gloomy and troubled career. In its earlier days, large balances were eaten up by 
hasty and imperfectly considered increases in recurring expenditure ; and when the 
present Lieutenant-Governor sought to apply the methods of ordinary financial caution, 
his economies were ina great measure defeated by the effects of high prices and the 
costly campaign against crime. a's ; 
s. Brief though it necessarily is, this summary indicates that the defects in our 
resent’ settlements are individual and not universal ; and indeed the only generic fault 
in the system is the osmege! size that has been attained by the fixed cash = 
in most of the provinces. o rectify this, to relieve those provinces where the nancial 
sition is now unsatisfactory, and to base the permanent settlements on a broad and 
stable foundation, has been the object of the changes and re-adjustments which are 
fully narrated in the Financial Secretary's explanatory memorandum, 

56. Froma purely financial point of view, the immediate effect of these changes is 
to convert fixed assignments amounting to the imposing figure of 34 crores a year” 
into growing revenue. In this way the normal annual growth of its resources in 
‘each province is brought much closer to the normal ratio of ecg in its expenditure 
than has been possible in the past. It will now be the task of the Local Governments 
to see that these all-important ratios are kept in steady equilibrium ; for otherwise no 
-settlement devised by the mind of man can save them from ultimate bankruptcy. It is 
not only by its immediate financial results, however, that the scheme that I have 
just been describing must be judged. It will also, I trust, be a measure of real 
decentralization and administrative reform. It will give local Governments a more 
abiding interest in managing and directing their own resources; it will greatly reduce 
the occasions for interference by the central Government; and it will stimulate ~ 
provincial independence and self-reliance. To the Government of India also it ought 
to mean much. It will relieve us from the unforeseen and indeterminate liability to which 
the Imperial revenues were formerly exposed by the financial difficulties of any individual 
province. To that extent it frees our hanis for the closer regulation of our Imperial 
expenditure ; and it enables us to lay down the lines of a consistent financial policy «, 
for the future. It marks a forward stage in the development of a political theory Pick 
has been steadily pursued for the last forty years. But it implies something more than 
theory; for I believe that the new arrangements will be found to be liberal by the 
provinces; and I regard them as necessary in justice to ourselves and to the general 
taxpayer of India. 

Ways and Means. 


- 57. In-last year’s Financial Statement I described the constitution of our cash 
balances and the work that is thrown upon them. I need not repeat it all to-day. Jt 
was also explained that, apart from the ordinary domestic treasury business of the 
year, our chief transactions during 1910-11 were expected to be, that we should 
raise a loan of 14 crores in India and remit £15,500,000 to the Secretary of State in 
payment of Council bills ; and that the Secretary of State would renew the whole 
outstanding £6,000,000 of India bills, raise further temporary debt in London to pay 
off the Indian Midland Railway’s capital stock of £2,250,000; and complete the 
purchase of-that concern by taking over the liability for its debentures. It was estimated 
that our closing balances would then be approximately 18°70 crores in India and 
6} millions in London. 

b 58. Here also, as in our Revenue account, the actual position has turned out much 
etter than our forecast. We floated our small rupee*loan last July at the favourable 
ie ofa fraction over 96. The Secretary of State carried through the purchase of the 
ndian Midland Railway and raised, partly for that purpose and partly for future use, 


is D 







- $4,000,000 in India bonds, under promise to redeem them by annual draw 
instalments inning from 1911-12. He has also reduced his floating ; 
from 6 to § millionS. “ Owing to the general strengthening of our resources, we 
remitting to England, from our treasury balances alone, no less than $23,500,000 in 
Council bills ;, and we expect to close the year with roughly 18} crores in our Indian 
account and 17 millions in London. So that our position at the beginning of next year 
will be unusually favourable. The high sterling balances maintained -during the year — 
explain the large Interest receipts to which I have already referred. ns 
59. On the 1st of next April we estimate that our available cash balances, exclud- 
ing the liquid gold held on behalf of the Gold Standard Reserve, will be $27,840,800 
in India and England together. During the year the chief demands upon them will be as 
follows. The excess of current expenditure over current revenue, which is the net 
result of an Imperial surplus of £743,800 and Provincial deficits of £1,456,400, will be 
£712,600. The capital expenditure under our sanctioned Railway rogramme for the year 
will be £9,500,0co, while for productive Irrigation it will be £1,2 700. The redemption 
of Madras Railway and Indian Midland Railway debentures, which fall in during the year 
will absorb £1,776,200. The first drawings of the 1910 Bonds will require £500,000, ani 
it is proposed to withdraw £500,000 of India Bills, thus reducing our floating debt to 
43 millions. To meet these requirements, we expect that £ 1,123,300 will be the available 
surplus of the net unfunded debt—service funds and savings bank deposits, etc.—in India, 
and £188,500 will be the net credit under a variety of deposit and remittance heads. The 
ample cash balances will be drawn upon to the extent of about 47,015,400 ; and the 
balance of our requirements, or £5,928,300, will be raised by borrowing, v1s.:—£ 1,333,300 
‘or 2 crores, which will be the amount of our ordinary rupee loan in India, and £4)595,000 

‘which the Secretary of State will float, partly on his own account and partly through 
Railway Companies. The closing balances will thus be 18% crores in India and 
%8,322,200 in England exclusive of liquid gold held on behalf of the Gold Standard 
Reserve. The sterling halance is considerably higher than is usually required ; but it 
includes a large part of our excess Opium receipts which will be kept in hand for the 
redemption of temporary debt at suitable opportunities. 

60. During the current year the Secretary of State has ‘ earmarked’ $2,545,000 
in London against the payment of bills from the Paper Currency Reserve silver in India. 
He will also invest £600,000 in gold securities on behalf of the Gold Standard Reserve 
from the proceeds of bills which we shall meet by drawing go lakhs from the silver branch 

«of that reserve in India. 

61. In 1911-12 it is the intention of the Secretary of State to draw bills u n 
our Indian Treasury t» the amount of £15,825,000. As usual, he will sell additional bills 
so far as our resources may permit, if there is an effective trade demand for them. The 

* foregoing announcements about leans and drawings are subject to the invariable reserva- 

..tions ; the Secretary of State and the Government of India having full discretion to vary 

"_ the epoums mentioned above in any way and to any extent that may be thought 

advisable. 


7 
Exchange and Currency. 


. 62. In Exchange matters, the fortunate year is that which has no history; and 
such has been the case with 1910-11. The rate has been strong and reasonably steady 
throughout. After the enormous sales of Council bills at the end of last year, and 
the continued heavy demand through April, it was not unnatural that there should be a 
certain re-action ; and some slackening did take place in May and June. But it was only 
for a few days that the rate touched gold point, and there was never any anxiety. To the 
student of our trade statistics, this gratifying stability will require httle explanation ; 
for at no time during the year has the balanes of trade been otherwise than heavily 
in our favour. During the first quarter, from April to June 1910, the excess of our ex 
was strikingly high. The import trade was strong though not abnormal, except abhaps 
for the heavy arrivals of Pa oe but it was completely overshadowed by the excipeuaally 

' large exports, particularly of rice, seeds, and high-priced cotton. The total balance 
in our favour for the three month reached the unprecedently high figure of 22} crores. 
In the second quarter, July to September 1910, the balance steadied ah as it always 
does at that season. The import of piece-goods increased notably, and intge'aipelies 


oa 


were heay 
t "it continued 
era N " € for the quarter was 5} 
crores in India’s favour. The Satisfactory promise of the rice crop, and the high prices 
 tuling for votton and opium, suggest that the Poet quarter will be about as good 
as were the three Opening mont the active demand for Council bills 
at the moment points in the same direction. If this expectation is realised, the year 
will have a remarkable record. Even in the first three quarters, as we have seen, the 
| exports have exceeded the imports in value by 35% crores, a figure which has never 
been approached in the same period before; ‘and the result naturally has been a strong 

and favourable exchange, 

63. It cannot have escaped the attention of those who are interested in such 
matters that, although the balance of trade in our favour between April and December 
1910 was about 8 crores higher than in the same periods of 1905 and 1906, the amount 
sg Council bills sold was considerably small-r. In spite of the many and obvious 
reservations with which it must be avplied, the connection between the Secretary of 
State’s drawings and the balance of India’s Private trade is a law of obvious generality. 
When therefore we find the balance to be 35} crores in our favour during a period 
in which the Council have sold bills for only 25} crores there is clearly some in- 
dication of a change in the ordinary routine of our external finance. There has no.do ‘ 
been slackness in the money market owing in part to the year’s requirements havin 
been somewhat freely discounted by the unusually heavy remittances last March. But 
other causes must have been at work, and if the movement is not a merely temporary 
phenomenon its development may be full of interest. 

64. Another remarkable feature of our trade requirements this year has been 
the striking €conomy in the use of our Tupees. In previous years when our exports were 
being financed by “heavy Council drawings and imports of soverei s, the absorption 

of rupees was correspondingly high. In the last three years of normal exchange, 
for example, v1z., 1905, 1906 and 1909, the net loss of rupees from our Currency 
Reserve between April and December Was IO crores, 13 crores and 9 crores 
respectively. Between April and December 1910, so far from a large absorption, . 
there has actually been a small net return of ru s from circulation, — This 





- wm 
65. Closely associated with this unexpected gt as in our currency reserve are * 
two other notable features in the year’s finance; and witha few remarks on them 
I shall bring my speech toa close. The first is the relatively small import of sovereigns 
4s compared with the gold bullion which has been coming into the country. Durig 
the first nine months of the year the total imports of gold in all forms was close on 
10 millions in value, out of which less than 43 millions were in coin, Under 
ne i } virtually the whole of these Lae 
millions would have been resented at our Currency offices and treasuries, and exchanged 
Or rupees. As a fact, on greater share of it does not appear to havecome to-us |. 
either directly or indirectly; and it is believed to have passed straight into consump- 
tion, Combining this with the heavy absorption of gold bullion, I think we 
May assume that a change, slow it may be but of no small €conomic moment, 
8 Coming over the Savings of the people. It is unsafe to speculate how far the 


Year or so, seems incontestable, and to that extent the necessity for further additions 
to our Coinage from new silver has been averted. : 
66. The other point to which I wish to allude briefly is one that lends itself to more « 
definite treatment. I refer to the gratifying increase in the use of our currency yp 
Sive the net total of our paper circulation, for the last five years, after 










iminating the holdings in our Reserve treasuries and in the bal 
of tee Feaiecs eel ‘ 
\ Net Circulation in crores. 1906-1907. 1907-1908. 1908-1909. : 


Average 6 se le 8599 36°47 34°84 38°88 40'35 
Maximum . . ‘ : is 38°89 38'14 3685 42°66 4196 | 
Minimum . Mid : « =: 33°08 34°91 32°88 36°07 38°52 
The steady upward march of these figures, barely checked by the serious 
depression of ae, inspires me with considerable hope for the better organization of 
our currency and, may! say, of indigenous capital generally. Our new universal 
notes have, I believe, contributed materially to the growing sg cn of our paper 
currency; some minor defects in their form, which have been rought to our notice, 
will shortly be removed; and the further extension of their use is being carefully consi- 
dered, eanwhile, the growth in the true circulation is so steady and assured that we 
now think it would be prudent to increase the fiduciary share in it, or in other words 
to enlarge that portion of the Currency Reserve which is held invested and not 
in actual coin. I hope therefore to introduce a Bill next week, which, if it becomes 
law, will enable us to raise the amount of securities included in the Reserve from 12 to 


14 crores. 


yAME: 


1909-1910. 1910 
(Pen ws 


Conclusion. 


67. In many sia sient the past financial year has been more akin to a norma: year 
than any since I have been in India. We have been blessed with a bounteous harvest, 

e€ce has not been broken, trade has shown appreciable recuperation, financial returns 
live been good and, hetter than all, the dark cloud of internal trouble has lifted. We 
have much to be thankful for and we may reasonably anticipate in the coming year a 
continuance of divine favour. 

The one cause for anxiety is the heavy loss of income which at no distant date we 
shall have to face through the loss of our opium revenue. 1 have no desire to dwell on 
the bitter controversy which in the past has raged around the opium traffic. We have 
accepted and we are loyally carrying out a policy which subordinates financial to ethical 
considerations. The Indian people will be called upon to make sacrifices in the interest 
of humanity. They are a sensitive and a sympathetic race inspired by lofty idéals and 
I dare prophesy that they will not shrink from bearing their share of the burden since 
it will contribute to the uplifting of a sister nation. 


GUY FLEETWOOD WILSON. 
The rst March 1911. 
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Secretary to the Government of I, 
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OF g. Deputy Comptroller General. Comptroller General. Secretary to the Government of India ‘ 
‘ : 


Fort Wituam, 
Fanancr Derartmint; 
March 1, 1911, 







DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRI 


ety all summary for the sev n days ending at 8 hrs, on BB, 
‘the 2nd March 1911, based on the Indian Daily are ine 


© ‘of the period. 


1. The distur’ 


GOVERNMENT OF INDI ‘ 


bed senidtions which prevailed in Persia during last ; <oobae 
intensified on the 3rd and 24th. On the 25th the depression entered Bakiichistan, cod 
: ; : * until the 27th. Precipitation began in the extreme 













north on the 26th and on the 28th extended southeastwards into the east of Central India 
and the adjacent districts of the United Provinces and the Central Provinces, On the rst of 4) 
arch rain was reported over the whole area from aline through Simla and Jhansi east- 
wards into Assam, but precipitation had ceased altogether to the northwest of this line 
and the depression showed signs of disappearing. His 
2. Temperature was rather high over nearly the whole of the northern and central parts — 
in northwadt 


of India until the 27th, but on the and 
India. It was 
Burma. 


but the only fall in Lower Burma was 


‘low throughout the week in the south of the Peninsula, and a! 


March had fallen into defect ig 


.3. Burma.—Light falls of rain occurred in the extreme north on the 24th and 26th 


0°80” at Mergui on the 24th. 


Northeast India, including Orissa.—Light rainfall occurred each day in Assam until 
the 27th but none was reported elsewhere. On the rst of March with the advance of the 


depression eastwards, rainfall became 


almost general in Assam, and scattered falls occurred 


over the greater part of the division, Temperature was inclined to be high at most places 


throughout the week. 


The United Provinces, Central India and the Central Provinces,—-No rain fell 
until the 28th but on that date precipitation was general in the United Provinces and » 
almost general in the cast of Central India and the west of the Central Provinces. Rain- 
{ull continued to be fairly heavy in those parts on the 1st March. Temperature was high 
in most parts almost throughout'the week. f 
Northwest India.—Light rain fell in Baluchistan on the 25th and on the 26th began 
to fall in Kashmir. On the 27th the area of precipitation had extended and almost cn 
orth,, 


rainfall occurred also in the North-W: 


est Frontier Province and the Punjab East and 


A few falls were one from Kashmir, the North-West Frontier Province, the Pun 


East and North and 
had almost ceased, temperature was 


ajputana East on the 28th but by the rst of March precipitation 


considerably above normal at most places during the 
tn 


early part of the week, but after some oscillation in Baluchistan became abou 
The Peninsula.—No rainfall of importance was reported, Temperature was slightly 


Jow in the southern half. 
4. The greatest amounts of preci 


pitation reported during the week were as follows _ 


February 24th. Mergui 0'80". 
_ asth. Sibsagar 0°80.” 


»” 


ath. Dera Ismail Khan 2‘10” and Sutna 0°92.” Bh 
March 1st. Chakrata 1°02”, Benares o'98”, Gorakhpur 1°17”, Darbhanga 


1-06” and Sibsagar 1°10.” 
pes Praciginues during the week was in very large excess in Bihar, th United 


Provinces an 


to znd March it was in excess in the 
West Frontier Province, Baluchistan 


the North-West Frontier Province, and in moderate excess in ’ 
Central India East and the Central Proviaces West; while for the igh: an s 
), Kashm 


United Provinces, the Punj 
and Berar. 
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W. A. HARWOOD, 
i of Observatories, v8 
Ras «a 29 MACLAGAN, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 
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and Crop Prospects for the week ending 
oth February 1911. 


Burma.—Rain fell only in the extreme north and south of the Province, Thresh« 
ng and winnowing of winter rice have been com leted in most}districts. ; bg ene. 
spring rice has begun. Plucking of tobacco an iothesing of on island lands: 
oe. The condition of standing crops is good. he price of unhusked 
fallen at most of the export towns. te isa ah 



















ae Fastern Bengal and Assam.—The weather is hot, There were light showers 
a of Assam but in Eastern Bengal it was practically rainless. Harvesting of mustard | 
is nearly finished. The crop is somewhat below normal in Assam, Harvesting of wheat 
will soon commence. The crop promises to be approximately normal. Some scarcity « 
rice is apprehended in the Naga and Lushai Hills and in one sub-division of Mymensing 
where much damage was done by floods to broadcast winter rice. The average price of 
“grees rice is the same as last week. Cattle disease is reporced in Chittagong and 
oakhali. - : ; 


itt 






Bengal.—There was no rain during the week, ae light showers in Darjeeling. 
Pressing of sugarcane and harvesting of oilseeds and other early spring crops continue. 
Planting of sugarcane and preparation of lands for the next autumn crops have com 
in some districts, Standing spring crops are doing well. The price of common rice 
has risen in Burdwan, Midnapore, Saran, Champaran, Monghyr, Cuttack, Angul and 
Palamau and has fallen in Nadia, Murshidabad, Gaya, Shahabad and Purnea. Cattle 
disease prevails in Burdwan, Midnapore, Gaya, Muzaffarpur, Purnea, Angul, Puri, Sam- © 
balpur and in all the districts of the Chota Nagpur division except Ranchi. The fodder 
supply is reported to be getting scarce in parts of the Sonthal Parganas and Midnapore. 
ater is sufficient except in parts of Midnapore. : 


United Provinces.—No rain fell during the week. Standing crops including poppy 
are flourishing and prospects are excellent. Sowing of extra crops, pressing ot sugar- 
cane and harvesting of peas are in progress. Nine districts report sporadic cattle disease 
but the general condition of stock is good, Fodder and supplies are ample. Prices have — 
fallen slightly in fifteen districts and are stationary elsewhere. ‘ 


Punjab.—No rain fell during the week. Pressing of sugarcane continues in certain 
districts, Ploughings for and sowings of extra spring crops are in progress. The condition 
and prospects of standing crops are generally good to average. Catscpillars are doing 
damage to gram in patts of Rohtak: Prices are generally unchanged. Cattle are 
Arsene in good condition, Fodder is sufficient except in parts of erozepore and) 
janwali. LAG be 
















North-West Frontier Province.—Showers fell in Hazara, Peshawar and Bannw, ~*~ 
There was no rain elsewhere. Rain is badly wanted in Dera Ismail Khan. The condition 
of standing crops generally is from average to good throughout the Province, be 
ea ape in Dera Ismail Khan are reported below the average. Crops have been a 
damaged slightly by cold winds in Dera Ismail Khan. Sugarcane pressing still continues 
in Bannu and in the Charsadda tahsil of the Peshawar district. Planting of sugarcane is” 
in progress in Bannu. ~ Extra spring crops are being grown in some parts of the P. 
district. The water supply is below normal in the Shigga and Pakha circles. 
Marwat tahsil of the Bannu district but is sufficient elsewhere. There is no- 
from the Paharpur Canal in the Dera Ismail Khan district. Fodder is generally su 
but its price is rising in Dera Ismail Khan, The condition of cattle is erally 
but disease is reported from one village of the, Nowshera tahsil of the Peshawar d 

‘The public health is generally good, Prices of food grains are fluctuati vii 
noe ae to 1944, gram 19,5 to 30, maize 1634 to 28} and dajra ee 


janie 















\m mut,—Little rain fell during the week. ‘Prices are stati 
ap and maize from 14 to 28 seers per rupee. The or aha ot coda 
isease of ordinary type prevails in the Kathua tahsil and other parts of 
aan “ ts pay 






peepee ere The is mild. Fo 
° among cattle. _ Prices are Seaitect odder 





crops are being watered and standi Crops are in good condition. 
s been done to one by insects in Bikaner, ty cold winds in Marwar 
in Kotah. A four anna damage to the cotton crop is reported from 
is prevalent in Banswara and is abatin in the districts of 
Prices have risen by 14 seers in Jaisa mer, by 3 seers in 
They have fallen by 3 Seers 11 chataks in Tonk 

hey are steady or fluctuate slightly elsewhere. 












Central -India.—Rainfall nil. The weather is Seasonable. Slight damage to gram 
“id cold and frost is Feported from Gwalior, Indore and “Bhopawar. Wheat fate excellent 
condition and Fospects are favourable. Harvesti of spring crops has commenced in 
Indore and Fd iy Fodder is sufficient, Cattle disease exists in of Indore, 
Baghelkband, Bundelkhand and Bhopawar. Prices continue low in Bhopal, high in 
5 Baghe id and steady elsewhere, Prospects of Poppy are favourable though the crop 
: has been damaged slightly by cold in parts of Indore. Irrigation continues in Gwalior 
hain tapping has commenced in Indore, ; 


3 so ss Central Provinces.—The weather has been clear and occasionally cloudy. The days 
_ are warm but the nights and mornings continue to be cool. Pulses were seriously 
; Jubbulpore and Mandla where linseed also suffered to some extent, 








Feudatory States.—Cutting of spring crops is in tapid progress. Wheat has been 
Somewhat injured by insect pests in Khairagarh, Otherwise the condition of standing 
crops is enerally satisfactory.. The Supply of fodder and water is adequate. Prices 
show little variation, : 


_Bombay.—Standing s ing crops have suffered slightly from frost in parts of Karachi 
Sukkur, the Upper Sint eh Ahmednagar, Satara and Palanpur ; by unfavourable 
wind in the Up; er Sind Frontier ; by blight in Sholapur and are 800d elsewhore. Thresh. 
ing of autuma cro Continues in’ parts of Broach, Colaba, Kanara, East Khandesh and 

. Estimates of outturn are nerally fair to good. Harvesting of Spring crops is 
sing in parts of Gujarat, the Deccan, the Karnatak, the Gujarat Natiy & 
Kol pur, Cotton has been roe by frost in Ahmedabad, Surat and Kathiawar and by 
i icking continues jn parts of Gujarat, Belgaum, Dharwar, 
Baroda, Cutch and Rewa Kantha. The fodder supply is adequate, Agricultural stock 
is deficient in Parts of the Deccan but is generally in good condition, The supply of 
water for drinking and irrigation is generall adequate. Grain stocks are sufficient, B. i 
have risen in the Panch Maha's, have fallen in. Sukkur, Larkana, Hyderabad, Kanara, 
Ahmednagar,’ Shola. ur, Satara and — and are generally stationary elsewhere, The 
quantity purchasable per rupee is in Sind 8 to 30 Per cent. ; in the Konkan 13 to 28 per 
-cent.; in the Deccan 14 to 32 per cent.and in the Karnatak 23 to 34 per cent. hae 
the normal. In Gujarat prices ranged from normal to 29 per cent, less, 


Hyderabad —No rain fell during the week, The Spring crop is fair. The severe cold 
4 Gad 
has the crop in ed Mahratwara. “Spring Juar has also suffered 
in See pices fromm the same cause. Harvesting of spring crops is Proceeding every. 
‘Tice lands are still being sown. The crop is favr to good and is bej weeded 
in many places. Cattle disease prevails in eleven 3s shoe Prices :—Wheat 7%, coarse 
tice 7} and juar 14} seers per Tupee, showing a rise of } seer in the Price of rice and juay, 
White juer is selling in Hyderabad City at 12 seers and yellow juar at 13 seers, The 
highest price in districts is 9 seers in Warangal and Karimnagar and the lowest 25 seers in 
be ‘ahbubnagar, ghana ae * 


Sele 






: -—Prices of food ins have fallen slightly in Hassan and are steady else. 
+ Marke 3 are well su d. The outturn o pa Gast and prospects of the season 
_ Cattle are y. Water and fodder are available, 





ing of « \ threshing of rice are nearly completed. Prices of 
nal, The public health is fair. Water and fodder are adequate, 





in p Bel 
rae ¥ is scanty in parts of Ne 
The price of rice is statidoary ‘ine 
en.. The pce millets have fi 
cts, has fallen in five and has riseo_in 


fallen in six and has risen in seven. The pt 
encrally fair, The condition of the labourin 
{ is readily available. Grain stocks are su 
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